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Spring is a beautiful
time to explore
Mt. Gretna.
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" __NEWSLETTER

Chair mawrdsa Report

The summer season of 2011 be in place for the first
will soon be upon us and we time. Three interesting
are excited about the Mount programs have been
Gretna Area Historical Society developed with the
events. Our Library/Research Chautaugua Summer
Center in the lower level of the Programs in the Frida
building will be open to the  evening series.
public for the first time this This is the third
year on Saturday mornings. Newsletter edited by HISTOﬁCﬂL SOCIETY
You will be able to use our  our new newsletter
collection of Old House Jour- team that includes Marla Pitt, course, if you do not have an
nals to get ideas for your cot- Kerry Royer and Joan Zerche email address, we will send
tage renovations along with | am sure that you will agree your newsletter by U.S. Mail.
names of material suppliers. that they are doing an excellel \We still need volunteers to

Minutes for the Chautauqua job. You can assist them and help with refreshments at our
& the Campmeeting Associa- save postage for the Historica three programs, to serve on
tion from years ago will be Society, if when you renew  other committees and to serve
available for you to read. We your membership, you would as docents. Please check your
also hope to have some of oulinclude your email address an interests at the bottom of your
photograph collection scannec permit us to send your newsle membership renewal card or
for use on the computer. The ter by email. | can assure you email me at
Military Room on the second that we will NOT share your  info@buchorgan.com.
floor of the museum will also email address with anyone. O

The Pennsylvania Chautaugekaright

state to offer stock for sale in

The Chautauqua Literary Independent Chautauqua. ‘ St
and Science Circle system On August 1, 1891, a com- S néw organization and to
(CLSC) developed by Dr. mittee was formed to create a Present the newly drafted con-
John Heyl Vincent for the Chautauqua in Pennsylvania. Stitution for ratification.

The first Stocktl
meeting scheduled for Janu-
ary 6, 1892 took place in the
Cornwall & Lebanon Rail-
roadds Ross Hall
this meeting that the constitu-

Mother Chautauqua in New  The immediate tasks were to
York was the major reason for name the organization; to
the expansion of the Chautau- write a constitution which
qua movement. Participation would layout the organiza-

in these reading circles grew tional and financial structure;
rapidly, and so did the de- to create a list of fifteen peo- ; .
mand to build Independent  ple wiling to serveonthe L P on for fAThe Pe
Chautauquas across the coun- Board of Managers; andtose Chaut augquaoc was
try. People in Lebanon and a date for the first Stock- the fifteen member Board 9f
surrounding countieswereno hol der 6 s meet j Managers was elected. W'”?n-
different. They toohadan  ber, the committee began 2!l the necessary votes taken,
interest in establishing an holding meetings across the the (cond6t page
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The Pennsylvania Chautaugua rom f

organization could Schmauck on March 8, 1892, ing to the Lebanon Daily

now file for a State i n which he s tNews,wascompletedJuly1@.u n d
Charter which was shoul d be mad¢ TheRev.J. Max Hark,

granted by the Court ~ With an air of permanency anc chancellor, was equally as

of Common Pleasof fefinement. o busy planning programs for h i s
Lebanon County on ~ 90al, aLandscape Architect  this first Assembly. Courses

January 13, 1892. was hired to lay out the of instruction, prayer services,
In March, anewly  Streets, cottages, walkways, ~ recitals, music and art pro-
appointed building the park area, tennis courts, grams all had to be planned.

and grounds commit-  croguet grounds and areas foi Lecturers, professors, minis-
tee was charged with  flower beds. This all was to  ters and musicians had to be
finding a perfect site D€ surrounded by a fence hired. This required a huge
for the Summer As-  Which would add an element amount of correspondence
sembly scheduled for Of security. and, where possible, personal
July 11 through 28. Building construction could visitations.

Robert H. Coleman not begin until the spring of Indeed by July 11, every-
had offered to lease a 1892. Even then, not all the thing was in order and the

site east of the Mt. building plans were in place. first Assembly began. By all
Gretna Park. The committee  According to the PA Chautau- accounts, this Assembly was
traveled there to investigate, ~ 9ua Minutes Book, John extremely successful with an
but did not like the suggested Ci | | ey ds Dbi d festimated8,798 peoplein o -

site. They did, however, find  fium was not finalized until  attendance either at a daily
one to the south and west of  May 20, 1892, and final plans program or for the entire As-

FRERIEE N the park that they thought was for the 30 by 60 foot dining  sembly.

ERECIECRIEIEEM  perfect. At first, Robert Cole-  F00m were not adopted until Financially, over 300
UERGEIOGETIEULIER  man would not agree to lease  June 6, 1892 shares of stock at $10 per
CCEREEERETN  this site. Eventually, he did Amazingly though, by July share were sold, and that

UL NERRRRERY  acquiesce, and the original 47 11, building crews had com-  money was used to cover the
acres selected by the commit- Pleted two small dormitories, costs of the first Assembly.
tee would become the iTerrace Hal | (Unfortunately, there was a
grounds for the Pennsylvania i Woodcl i ff o f cshortfall of $300 for which a
Chautauqua. cottages of two rooms, thir-  note was given to Judge J.B.

From the beginning, itwas  teen cottages of four rooms, a McPherson. In addition, the
important to board members ~ hotel cottage, a number of  cost for providing facilities
that the Chautauqua grounds ~ Private cottages, a twstory  exceeded revenues, and a loan
have an air of tranquility and ~ '€cture hall, a dining room for $7,500 had to be borrowed

refinement. This sentimentis With kitchen, a bookstore, at six percent interest to pay
reflected in a letter written by ~ Wash rooms, and various for the improvements to the
George B. Stewart, president  Other small buildings. John  grounds.

to the Rev. Theodore E. Cilleyodos audit d-

Our Mission: The Society is charged with preserving the heritage of the entire Mount Gretna area, in-
cluding Mount Gretna Borough, the Pennsylvania Chautauqua, Mount Gretna Campmeeting, Mount
Gretna Heights, Timber Hills, Conewago Hill, Stoberdale, areas to Colebrook once occupied by the
Pennsylvania National Guard, and areas of Cornwall which involved the Coleman family
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Campmeeting Cottage Dollhouse

Photo provided by Madelaine Gray

The museum collection includes a Mount Gretna cottage dollhouse representing the 1930 through 1940

period. It was built by Joan C. Nagle of Aiken, SC, as a gift for her husband, Elliott V. Nagle. Elliott grew

up spending summers in a similar cottage owned by his parents at 3rd & Mills in the Campmeeting. The

interior replicates that cottage. It was presented to the museum a few years ago in memory of Elliott who
died in 2000.

Mt. Gretna History can be yours

Visit our website to order your DVD -- Pennsylvania Na- name on the waiting list to be
piece of Mt. Gretna history:  tional Guard The Mount first to receive an order form,
www.mtgretnahistory.org Gretna Years 1885 to 1935, b send name, address, telephone

The Narrow Gauge Railroad Jamgs F. Seltzer, Ph.D. $10.tand email, to:

booklet by Jack Bitner $6.95 This mc;ludes_approlf. 140 phc MGAHS

or two for $11.00. Please add tos with music background. Box 362

Please add $2.00 postage.  Mt. Gretna, PA 17064

; or email:
The Mount Gretna Maximum PVYD Two-Disc Set- Mount . info@buchorgan.com
: : Gretna & Narrow Gauge Rail- '
Security Prisod A Monumen- ) X
tal Failure booklet by P.B. road History presentation

Gibble, Jr. $5.00 + $2.00 ouneditedod by
$25.00 or two for $45.00.

$2.00 postage.

postage.
Please add $4.00 postage.
Car Decal 0 MT GO ot
$3.00 or two for $5.00. Please® Mo unt -&C : nan a ‘
add $1.00 postage. Legacyo y Ji now

being reprinted. To get your
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